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N I M B  # 1  

Melissa Rankin 

 

“Do what the manual says not to do…”  

-  Toshimaru Nakamura 

 

Instrumentation: 

 

2 Flutes (2 n d  doubling piccolo)  

2 Oboes  

2  Bb Clarinets  

1  Bassoon 

1 Contrabassoon 

  

4  Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in C 

3 Trombones (2 tenor + 1 bass)  

1  Tuba 

All  horns ,  t rumpets ,  and  t rombones  play con sordino  –  s t ra ight  mute  only 

  

Timpani 

 

1  Percussion  

(bass  drum, bowed vibraphone ,  tam -tam) 

   

Strings (8 ,  6 ,  5 ,  4 ,  3) 

a l l  vio l ins  play con sordino  

 

 

 

Score in C 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘NIMB’ stands for no-input mixing board and is used to describe a form of electronic free 

improvisation coined by sound artist Toshimaru Nakamura in the 1990s, a leading figure 

in the Japanese Onkyō movement. NIMB #1 for orchestra takes inspiration from the 

distinct sound of no-input mixing; the act of looping an output signal back into the input 

of a mixing board in order to control high-pitched frequencies and feedback sounds, in 

return, creating continuous waves of noise and oscillating gestures. Developing a 

texturally rich sonic atmosphere out of uncertainty and ambiguity, this work for orchestra 

aims to imitate the fundamentals of no-input mixing, while also bridging the gap between 

electronic and acoustic sound. 

  



Performance Instructions:  

 

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a l l  t o n e s  a n d  g e s t u r e s  a r e  a s  s t r a i g h t  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  i m i t a t i n g  t h e  s o u n d  o f  a  s i n e  

w a v e .   

 

a l  n i e n t e  –  e n s u r e  a m b i g u o u s  e n t r y  o r  e x i t  w h il e  s u s t a i n i n g  a  s t r a i g h t  

t o n e  w i t h  n o  s t a g g e r e d  e n t r a n c e .   

 

Strings 

 

 

¼ - t o n e  f l a t   

¼ - t o n e  s h a r p  

 

S T    s u l  t a s t o  

 N    n o r m a l  p o s i t i o n  

 S P    s u l  p o n t i c e l l o   

E S P  e s t r e m a m e n t e  s u l  p o n t i c e l l o  /  a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  a s  p o s s i b l e  

 n . v .    n o  v i b r a t o  

g r a d u a l l y  c h a n g e  f r o m  o n e  m e t h o d  o f  p l a y i n g  t o  a n o t h e r ,  s u c h  a s  f r o m  

E S P  t o  S T   
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Ó ™
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